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About Energy Action Network



Key Findings

1. Climate disruption is here
2. True resilience requires adaptation 

and mitigation
3. Delaying action is costly
4. Getting off fossil fuels benefits 

Vermont’s economy, health, and more
5. Vermont is often a leader, but not 

always
6. Progress requires policy



Key Finding 1: Climate disruption is here

Image source: VT 
National Guard



● 7th highest 
number of 
climate disasters 
in the U.S. 

● 5th highest per 
capita disaster 
costs 
($684/person)



Key Finding 2: True resilience requires mitigation and 
adaptation



As Vermont experiences more extreme heat, 
heat pumps are an important mitigation and 
adaptation strategy



Emissions data from VT ANR





Key sectors: Transportation and thermal/buildings





Key Finding 3: Delaying action is costly





Reducing VT’s climate 
pollution is a 
win-win-win. 

Key Finding 4: Getting off fossil fuels benefits 
Vermont’s economy, health, and more 



Fossil fuels are a drain on Vermont’s economy











Modern electric equipment is more energy efficient





Analysis by Coltura









Key Finding 5: Vermont is often a leader, but 
not always



Where Vermont is LEADING

Among the first states to establish a legal requirement to reduce climate pollution with the 2020 Global Warming Solutions 
Act

First state to pass a Climate Superfund Act, requiring fossil fuel companies to pay for climate damages

First state to create an energy efficiency utility (Efficiency Vermont)

First state after California to adopt the Advanced Clean Cars Il program, which requires that all new vehicle sales be 
zero-emission by 2035

Highest number of EVs per capita in New England and highest number of public EV chargers per capita of any state in the 
country

Highest number of heat pumps installed per capita in New England

2nd state in the country to pass a 100% by 2035 Renewable Electricity Standard

Least carbon-intensive electricity portfolio in the U.S., making electrification especially beneficial 



● VT has the highest 
number of EVs per 
capita in New England

● 15,144 plug-in EVs in 
VT as of July 2024
○ 58% all-electric



➔ Least carbon-intensive electricity portfolio in the U.S.

➔ 2nd state to require 100% renewable electricity by 2035



Key Finding 5: Vermont is often a leader, but 
not always

Where Vermont is LAGGING

Least progress made toward 2025 GHG emissions reduction target of the Paris Agreement of any state in New England

2nd highest per capita GHG emissions of any state in New England

No cap on climate pollution outside of the electric sector

No central policy or regulation to reduce GHG emissions from transportation fuels has been advanced legislatively or 
administratively

Highest annual vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per capita in the Northeast

No central policy or regulation yet implemented to address thermal sector GHGs (A Clean Heat Standard is in development 
but not yet implemented)

Among the 4 states with the highest reliance on fuel oil and propane for home heating

3rd highest average energy burden (share of household income spent on energy costs) in the U.S. (8.3%)





Key Finding 6: Progress requires policy



https://eanvt.org/emissions-dashboard/



Tracking adoption of key climate pollution reduction strategies



Tracking adoption of key climate pollution reduction strategies



Tracking adoption of key climate pollution reduction strategies



Tracking adoption of key climate pollution reduction strategies









Electric sector GHG 
emissions decreased by 
66% between 2005 and 
2021



Vermont’s electricity sector GHG emissions are based on retirements of 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)





Act 179 of 2024: 100% renewable by 2035



Thank you! 

Questions?
 

Report available online at 
www.eanvt.org/annual-report 

To request free copies of the report or to schedule a 
presentation, email cara@eanvt.org 
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